
Perhaps now more than ever, our team and nationwide network of pastors and laity,

are convinced that ministry leaders need spaces and processes to not only more

adequately care for and support one another, but also to help expand each other’s

imagination, collaborate and engage in life-giving learning and deep theological

conversation, enhance their skills and tools needed for innovative ministry, hear and

learn from some of the most sought-after practitioners from around the world, and

explore creative ways of building and equipping leadership capacity for the long-term. 

Responding to this ongoing need for an enhanced community of learning and practice,

we are offering a series of 6 month virtual cohorts that are focused on topics and

themes that are most pressing for pastors and lay leaders. The online, 6-month format

provides for more flexibility for participants in terms of location and time commitment.

These cohorts will include 10-12 clergy, nationwide, and a trained facilitator who will

meet once a month for two hours, alternating between "doing justice" and "reframing

the pace and practice of ministry." Each session will offer in-depth content and

resourcing, as well as create space for soul care and support.  If you would like more
information regarding the cohort either before or after applying, please email
the cohort facilitator, James Sutton at james.sutton05@gmail.com.
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To learn more, visit www.mministry.org, or, browse our resources at www. mministry.org/ministry-enrichment/resources/.

Remembering the Rest of Restoration

“Many issues in our society and personal lives are present because we
have abandoned some of the foundational principles and promises given
to us by our family, community and God. This cohort will help us
reestablish and rebuild some of those foundations through a
contemporary exploration of the 4th Commandment. God gave the
Sabbath to keep people rooted and grounded to what and who matters
most. We will use this text as a guide to explore our relationship with
work, rest, leadership, expectations (of others and yourself) and
begin to apply them to our lives, especially with so many things
competing for our mind and time such as social media, Netflix as well
as the nonstop social and political chaos. This will not be a 6-month
Bible study on The Sabbath. Rather, the groups will deconstruct the
relevant texts and make relevant applications for the present
realities. 

"The experience
was, in one

word, enriching.
It was timely as
well. I was at a
critical point in

my own
ministry and
this literally

breathed life
back into me."

-  TMC Cohort Member

**Please contact Mark Ramsey, Executive Director, at mramsey@mministry.org or
Laura Long, Director of Communications, at llong@mministry.org if you have any
questions, wish to inquire about scholarships or need additional  assistance.

The command calls us to “Remember the Sabbath.” We will explore the
place and purpose of memory. What does it mean to remember? What
role does memory serve in our work, family or ministry lives? Is Sabbath
really just a day, or is it something more? We will also invite outside
speakers to share with us as well. Every class will not be the exact same
and we will be flexible and make adjustments wherever necessary. The
goal of the class will be to provide encouragement, affirmation, and
hope to expand margin and capacity for the things God has called
each of us to do and to be. The people who will benefit most from
this group are those feeling like they have hit a wall and need to ask
themselves some questions and need some spiritual realignment.
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James Sutton is a native of Pearl, Miss. He became a Christian in 1994 at his home church where he
started doing informal ministry almost immediately. In 1999, he graduated from Mississippi College with
a degree in PR/Communications and worked as director of public relations for The Salvation Army in
Jackson, Miss. In 2002, he accepted a job as account executive for a PR firm in Birmingham, AL. It was in
Birmingham that James met and married his wife, Marie and where he accepted his call to formal
ministry. He left the corporate world of PR and entered seminary at Beeson Divinity School. He graduated
with a Masters of Divinity in 2011. James has served the local church for more than 15 years as an
associate minister, interim pastor, and senior pastor. James currently works with The Dannon Project
serving the formerly incarcerated. He is also an adjunct instructor at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham in the African American Studies department teaching on the relationship between American
history and the black church. James and Marie have two children, Simone and Stephen.

James Sutton, Mentor Coordinator/Instructor at The Dannon Project

Resources Available to You:

Published twice per week, our blog aims to advance conversation topics that we believe are
the most crucial for navigating ministry today. Additionally, our weekly podcast features a
series of honest conversations about the opportunities, challenges, and joy of ministry today.

Sign Up to Receive our Weekly Articles & Podcast Episodes!

Meet James!

https://mministry.org/blog/
https://mministry.org/podcasts/
http://eepurl.com/dMZ1nY

