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Macedonian Ministry Foundation’s immersion experiences through The

Ministry Collaborative consist of short-term travel opportunities that are designed
to help our pastors reconnect with God, deepen relationships within their cohorts,
and explore creative, paradigm-shifting approaches to ministry. Whether in the Holy
Land, the US-Mexico border, or Glacier National Park, our immersion experiences
combine in-depth learning with intentional opportunities for worship and rest. In each
immersion experience, pastors reflect on how exposure to diverse social, cultural, and
environmental contexts can transform the ways in which they read Scripture, approach
leadership, and understand their own sense of vocation.

“Discipleship and Borders.” Throughout, emphasis will be
placed on listening for the voice of God speaking through
the Scriptures, people, and experiences on the border.
The final day and a half of the immersion experience will
be spent at a Tucson-area resort, where participants will
have time to rest, debrief their experience, and reflect on
their calling to follow Jesus across the borders in their own
communities.

BORDER IMMERSION EXPERIENCE

Agua Prieta, Mexico / Douglas, Arizona

This 8-day, 7-night immersion experience is designed
to help pastors reflect on and act upon what it means
to be disciples of Jesus Christ when borders divide
us. Hosted by Frontera de Cristo’s Mission Education
Ministry, participants will be challenged to understand the
realities of life on the border through a variety of learning
experiences, including a border infrastructure tour, visit to
the Border Patrol station, visit to the children’s enrichment
ministry at New Hope Community Center, lunch at the
women’s cooperative at Dougla Prieta Trabaja, and a visit
to CRREDA (a drug and alcohol rehabilitation center).
These experiences are integrated with daily spiritual
practices and participation in the worship life of border
congregations. Biblical reflections based on the gospel of
Mark are part of each day and explore the broader theme of

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
IMMERSION EXPERIENCE

Kalispell, Mt

This 8-day, 7-night immersion experience is situated
within the one-million acre footprint of Glacier National
Park. Encompassing the Continental Divide, breathtaking mountains, and the largest natural freshwater lake
west of the Mississippi, this setting offers a compelling
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context for spiritual renewal, outdoor exploration, and
reconnecting with nature. Throughout, participants will
engage with biblical themes related to ecology, sacred
space, Sabbath, and the place of wilderness experience
in faith formation. Particular attention will be given to
the situation of displaced indigenous peoples, including
what it looks like to pursue justice, faith, forgiveness,
and lament in the midst of dislocation, both physical and
spiritual. Participants will have opportunities to worship
with indigenous rural congregations, to experience Serious
JuJu (a Community skateboard ministry for at-risk youth),
and to pray, play, and rest in the wilderness cathedral of
Glacier National Park.

Montgomery – The National Memorial for Peace and
Justice; Rosa Parks Museum; Dexter Avenue King
Memorial Baptist church
Selma – Edmund Pettus Bridge; National Voting Rights
Museum and Institute
Birmingham – 16th Street Baptist Church; Birmingham
Civil Rights Institute; Kelly Ingram Park

STATESIDE IMMERSION CORE VALUES

Core Values for MM Immersion Experiences

Spiritual Rejuvenation. Fostering opportunities for pastors
to rest, receive care, and reconnect with God through
generous accommodations, thoughtful programming, and
an itinerary with ample free time.
Integrated Learning. Combining in-depth engagement of
the Bible, theology, and Christian traditions with authentic
worship, devotion, and spiritual formation.
Intentional Community. Cultivating deep, mutual bonds of
friendship, both personal and professional, in the context
of intentionally diverse communities and through dialogue,
fellowship, and travel.

CIVIL RIGHTS TRAIL
IMMERSION EXPERIENCE

Atlanta, Ga / Montgomery, Al

In this immersion experience participants will travel
throughout Georgia and Alabama exploring key locations
related to the Civil Rights movement. Along the way,
participants will have the chance to engage in honest
learning and discussion about the history and on-going
legacy of racism in America and the role the church can
play in the pursuit of justice, healing, and reconciliation.
Site visits to churches, memorials, and museums will be
integrated with opportunities for worship, reflection, and
rest. Major stops include:
Atlanta – Center for Civil and Human Rights; Ebenezer
Baptist Church; the King Center; Georgia Civil Rights Cold
Case Project at Emory

Contextual Awareness. Equipping pastors to reflect on
the ways in which context, whether ancient or modern,
matters for how they interpret Scripture, approach ministry,
understand themselves, and relate to others.
Shifting Ministry Paradigms. Inspiring creative, out-ofthe-box thinking through exposure to innovative ministry
models, new perspectives on leadership, and fresh
approaches to problem solving and social change.

2020 STATESIDE AND HOLY LAND IMMERSION EXPERIENCES

HOLY LAND IMMERSION EXPERIENCE

Galilee/Jerusalem/Bethlehem

This 12-day, 11-night trip to the Holy Land offers pastors a
powerful opportunity to walk where Jesus walked and to
explore the historical, geographical, and biblical roots of
their faith. Rather than being a religious sightseeing trip,
this immersion experience approaches pilgrimage as a
spiritual practice. Through in-depth teaching, daily group
reflections, and opportunities for communal worship,
pastors will have the chance to reconnect with God, deepen
relationships within their cohorts, and explore what it
means to encounter the holy in the midst of the challenges
of ministry. The trip begins with a one-night stay near
Caesarea Maritima, where pastors will explore connections
between their experience of pilgrimage and their calling as
apostles. From there, five days are spent in Galilee, where
pastors will experience the home-base of Jesus’ ministry.
Highlights include a boat trip on the sea of Galilee, a hike
on the Mount of Beatitudes, and time exploring sites at
Capernaum, Tabgha, and Nazareth. From Galilee, the trip
heads south through the West Bank for a two-day stop in
Bethlehem. This portion of the trip includes opportunities to
engage with Palestinian Christians and other faith leaders
who are laboring for peace in the midst of conflict and
divided communities. The trip concludes with a three day
stay within the walls of Old Jerusalem where pastors will
walk the Via Dolorosa, descend the Mount of Olives, explore
the traditional site of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial, and wade
in the mineral-rich waters of the Dead Sea. Throughout, the
emphasis is placed on how the experience of pilgrimage
can disrupt, inspire, and transform how pastors think about
leadership, community building, problem-solving, and social
change in their ministry contexts.

HOLY LAND IMMERSION
EXPERIENCE OUTCOMES
Spiritual Rejuvenation - Unplug from your ministry
responsibilities and reconnect with your sense of calling as
an apostle in the context of a guided exploration of the land
in which Jesus lived and carried out his ministry.
Integrated Learning - Through daily teachings and
devotions at holy sites, reflect on the theology of pilgrimage,
explore the role of place in Christian spirituality, and learn
more about the historical and geographical settings of the
Gospels.
Intentional Community - Establish and deepen bonds of
friendship within your cohort and with other cohorts through
daily group reflections, shared meals and travel, and
opportunities for worship.
Contextual Awareness - Foster dialogue about how reading
Scripture in a foreign place (dislocated exegesis) and in
the midst of religious conflict can lead both to a greater
awareness of your own social location and to a greater
ability to assess the contextual issues, problems, questions,
and resources most relevant to your present church and
community.
Shifting Ministry Paradigms - Provide opportunities to
re-think your approach to preaching, teaching, leadership,
and community development in response to your immersive
experience as a pilgrimage in the Holy Land.

Holy Land Immersion Experience 2021 Dates:
Monday, January 25 – Saturday, February 6
Monday, April 12 – Saturday, April 24
Monday, June 7 – Saturday, June 19
Monday, October 18 – Saturday, October 30
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To learn more about registering for one of

our Immersion Experiences, please contact:

Dr. Ryan Bonfiglio

Pilgrimage Formation Curator

267.664.0179
RBonfiglio@mministry.org
mministry.org

